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$486 million pricetag as river projects move closer to reality
■ Conservancy plans removal
of San Clemente Dam by 2015

■ PUC OKs Marina desal plant
By KELLY NIX

A

By PAUL MILLER

A

N 89-YEAR-OLD dam on the Carmel
River will be torn down to improve earthquake
safety and habitat, according to a detailed proposal unveiled at two public meetings this week.
In front of audiences that were sometimes
skeptical but more often supportive, officials
with the California Coastal Conservancy and the
National Marine Fisheries Service painted the
$83 million San Clemente Dam Removal project
in idyllic terms, and without any reference to the
federal and state budget crises.
“We’re very excited about this plan, and we’re
at the stage where it’s not ‘if,’ but ‘how and

See DAM page 6A
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San Clemente Dam (lower right of picture) is slated to be removed at a cost
of $83 million, while a new desal plant in Marina and related facilities are
estimated to cost $403 million. Both projects are moving forward quickly.

Fresno gang members in nasty Peninsula crime spree
■ Big Sur resident barely escapes with life
By CHRIS COUNTS

F

IVE REPUTED members of the notorious Fresno
Bulldogs street gang were arrested near San Simeon Sunday
after fleeing police in Pacific Grove, escaping down
Highway 1, robbing a Gorda gas station and trying to shoot a
Big Sur resident who was watching a DVD in his car.
The spree ended in gunfire, leaving one of the suspects
injured.
The three men and two women — Flora Encinia, 32; Joe

Hernandez, 28; Ramiro Vasquez, 22; Manual Del Real, 21;
and Delia Pena, 21, all of Fresno — were each charged with
three felony counts of attempted murder, one felony count of
armed robbery and one felony count of attempted armed robbery, according to the San Luis Obispo Sheriff’s Office.
Hernandez was also charged with felony possession of a controlled substance.
The crime spree began in Pacific Grove near the intersection of Central and Eardley avenues at about 7:30 p.m. when
a police officer attempted to pull over a black Lincoln

NEW water project for the Monterey Peninsula
became a much more real possibility Thursday, when state
public utilities commissioners approved the Regional Water
Project — estimated by the California Public Utilities
Commission to cost $403 million, but which another estimate says could reach $500
million.
CPUC commissioners in
San Francisco voted 4-1 to
A local plan
approve a public/private partapproved as is,
nership to construct and operate a regional desalination
but with big
project in Marina that would
solve one of the Peninsula’s
questions
decades-old water problems:
about costs
overpumping of the Carmel
River, which has been the
Monterey Peninsula’s primary
water source since at least the
1920s.
“Today’s decision balances the need for adequate water
with the need to provide water at a reasonable price,” said
CPUC Commissioner John A. Bohn, who drew up the water
agreement his colleagues approved.

See WATER page 13A

FOUR LAWSUITS TAKE AIM
AT COUNTY GENERAL PLAN

See GANG page 12A

By CHRIS COUNTS
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HE LEGAL floodgates opened last week as four lawsuits were filed against Monterey County for its new general
plan. The suits were filed Nov. 24 — the last day legal action
could be taken against the plan.
Lawsuits filed independently by The Carmel Valley
Association, LandWatch Monterey County and The Open
Monterey Project each argue that the new general plan permits too much development accompanied by too much damage to the environment.
The fourth lawsuit, filed in tandem by the Monterey
County Farm Bureau and the Salinas Valley Water Coalition,
objects to conditions in the new general plan that could
restrict access to water farmers say they’ve already paid for.
The general plan was unanimously approved Oct. 26 by
the Monterey County Board of Supervisors.

CFD’s future hinges on retirement costs, ambulance
By MARY BROWNFIELD

C

ARMEL’S FIRE department is a local institution,
with its 73-year-old firehouse on Sixth Avenue and its
quick response times in a city where most homes have
names instead of numbers.
But with costs of maintaining it as a stand-alone department going through the roof, the city is studying options
for its future — including contracting with Cal Fire or the
City of Monterey to run it, or joining several other fire
departments to form a single agency.
Because of the complexity of the options, they should
be presented for extensive discussion at a city council
workshop sometime this month or next, Carmel city
administrator Rich Guillen said Wednesday. He hopes the
council will set a date for the debate during its regular
meeting Dec. 7.
“Because it has been such a long time trying to get to
where we are, and it’s such a complicated issue, we will
probably have a town-hall meeting or a workshop,” he said,
instead of hashing it out at the council’s monthly meeting.
The debate over how best to operate the department
began shortly after CFD Chief Bill Hill retired in 2001. To
save the expense of a full-time chief, the city hired then-

Carmel Valley Fire Chief Sidney Reade to oversee the fire
department. In 2004, the city contracted then-P.G. Fire
Chief Andrew Miller to step in.

See SUITS page 25A

Family pines for
terrier lost by groomer

Questions need answers
Monterey Fire Department took over PGFD in late
2008, and Carmel has continued contracting with
Monterey for the services of its chief and other administrators. Their agreement is set to expire at the end of the year,
but Guillen said Monterey agreed to a one-month extension
in hopes the workshop will yield action on a long-term
solution after he lays out all the options and their estimated costs.
He wouldn’t reveal the dollar amounts, which haven’t
been finalized, but said operating CFD as a stand-alone
agency is likely cost prohibitive, and forming a regional
department isn’t feasible at this point, because Seaside firefighters aren’t willing to participate. Contracting with
another agency, such as Cal Fire or the City of Monterey,
or even a merger, seems the most likely option.
But councilmen Jason Burnett and Ken Talmage want
some critical questions answered before they vote on any

SOUTHERN California couple are distraught
over the loss of their little fox terrier, Roxy, who escaped
through the open door of a San Carlos Street pet spa
Saturday.
“I got a call within five minutes from one of the
groomers panicking saying Roxy had gotten out of the
front door,” said Jeff Baptie, who had taken the terrier
and his other dog, a black Lab named Daisy, to
Signature Paw Spa for baths Nov. 27. The woman
reportedly chased the dog for a few blocks through
downtown toward the beach, and later tried driving
around the area in search of her, but she eventually
stopped and returned to work.

See CFD page 14A

See TERRIER page 10A

By MARY BROWNFIELD
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Plein Aire
painters look east
for inspiration

Unconventional ‘Christmas Ballet’
now a holiday tradition
By CHRIS COUNTS

A

By CHRIS COUNTS

P

LEIN AIRE painters are famously drawn to our spectacular coastline, which reveals its many moods on countless
canvases. But a new exhibit forsakes this popular source of
creative inspiration and showcases another muse for local
painters, the golden rolling hills of inland Monterey County.
Presenting work by the Monterey Bay Plein Aire Painters

Continues next page

An exhibit of plein aire paintings depicting the hills and valleys
of inland Monterey County opens Sunday.

WARD-WINNING Choreographer Michael Smuin
passed away in 2007, but one of his signature works, “The
Christmas Ballet,” lives on.
Smuin Ballet will present “The Christmas Ballet” when
the unconventional but acclaimed San Francisco ballet company brings its annual holiday program to Sunset Center
Friday, Saturday and Sunday, Dec. 3-5.
“Michael created ‘The Christmas Ballet’ from scratch,”
explained Amy Seiwert, Smuin Ballet’s choreographer-inresidence. “He made the framework for it, and then he added
or changed sections of it every year. It’s a beautiful, intimate
and absolutely entertaining piece.”
Also featured in this year’s holiday program will be two
new pieces. The first, which was choreographed by Seiwert,
is set to the music of “Carol of the Bells,” a choral work created by Ukrainian composer Mykola Dmytrovych and performed by the New York Philharmonic under the supervision
of conductor Leonard Bernstein.
“I wanted to do a large group number,” explained Seiwert,
who conceded she’s more comfortable choreographing
smaller pieces. “And this one has 10 dancers in it, which is a
lot for us because we are a small company.” She described
the piece as “big and sweeping, like a huge brush stroke.”
The other new selection is a ballet set to “It’s the Most
Wonderful Time of the Year,” a popular holiday song written
by Eddie Pola and George Wyle. The piece was choreographed by ballet master Amy London.
“Her piece is brilliant,” said Seiwert of London’s work.
“It’s absolutely delightful. It’s fun, it’s charming and it will
make you smile.”
Friday and Sunday performances begin at 8 p.m., while
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presents

The Christmas Ballet

December 3 & 4
See page 16A

Saturday’s matinee starts at 2 p.m. Tickets are $49 and $59.
Next weekend — Friday, Saturday and Sunday, Dec. 1012 — Dance Kids of Monterey will stage three performances
of the holiday favorite, “Nutcracker.” Friday and Saturday

See BALLET page 21A

PHOTO/SMUIN BALLET

Smuin Ballet returns to Sunset Center this weekend to present
the latest incarnation of its holiday program.
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See page 18A
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Association, “Fences” opens Sunday, Dec. 5, at the Corral de
Tierra Country Club.
The theme, “Fences,” is a reference to the numerous
fences, gates and corrals that dot what many call Steinbeck
Country. While such barriers appear to constrain the landscape, the artists see them as complementing the land’s natural features and adding to the composition of a piece.
About 70 paintings — created by more than 40 artists —
will be displayed in the show. Carmel artists participating in
the event include Lilli-Anne Price, Sybil Johnson, Maria
Boisvert, Pat Huber, Rowan Wolnich, Patty Biederman,
Cornelia Emery and Cyndra Bradford. While the exhibit is
mostly composed of oil paintings, a selection of watercolors
will also be included.
While most of the artists live locally, some come from as
far away as the San Francisco Bay Area to paint Monterey
County’s scenery.
The painting group, which was formed seven years ago
and now features more than 140 members, hosts regular outi n g s
throughout
the county.
The group’s
next gathering will be a
“paint-out” Dec. 11 at Carmel Mission.
“We’ll paint for the day and then we’ll critique our work
afterward,” Boisvert explained.
The group’s membership is taking off, in part because so
many Baby Boomers are now embracing painting, regardless
of their skill or experience.
“People are really coming out of the woodwork,” Boisvert
observed. “We have a lot of really talented people out there
who have a lot to offer.”
Corral de Tierra Country Club, which is located at 81
Corral de Tierra Road, will host a reception at 4 p.m. The
show will be on display through the end of March.

“Each one comes with a story,” said Tanous, who works as
a lab technician firing pottery at Monterey Peninsula
College.
Tanous is thrilled to present his collection at Jack
London’s, even though it’s hardly a conventional art gallery.
“It’s a perfect fit,” he added. “I’m a longtime fan of
Jack’s.”
The bar and restaurant, which is located on the west side
of Dolores between Fifth and Sixth, will host a reception
from 5 to 8 p.m. For more information, call (831) 624-2336

Give the Gift of Entertainment

MIXED NUTZ!

The Nutcracker Remixed
%FDFNCFStQN
Tandy Beal’s imaginative and
eclectic version of the original
featuring the famed a capella
group, So Vo Só.

art roundup

DIAVOLO

+BOVBSZtQN
Gasp at the daring
feats of flying, leaping
and twirling from this
highly-acclaimed
dance troupe!

RITA MORENO
January 29 tQN

From West Side Story to the
Presidential Medal of Freedom,
this legendary spitfire dazzles
with songs and stories!

■ The art of drinking
Bringing together three irresistible subjects — art, history
and drinking — artist Mark Tanous will unveil a fascinating
exhibit Saturday, Dec. 4, at an unusual but very appropriate
venue, Jack London’s.
“Tropic of Decanter” showcases a collection of handmade
ceramic liquor vessels created by local artist Mark Tanous.
“Before there was glass, people held their hootch in
ceramic vessels,” Tanous explained. “I’ve gone back to that
tradition and created individual bottles around themes like
heartbreak and romance.”
If Tanous’ creations look like something that was dredged
up from an ancient Roman or Greek shipwreck, that’s understandable. The artist has traveled extensively in the Middle
East and is well versed in the art and culture of the region.
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Celia Fushille, Artistic & Executive Director

or visit www.jacklondons.com.

■ Bigger isn’t always better
If you’re seeking the perfect pint-sized gift to stuff in
somebody’s stocking, look no further than the Carmel Art
Association’s 83rd annual Miniature Show, which opens
Saturday.

See ART page 23A

