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Caltrans may appeal $8.6M verdict in boar trial
By KELLY NIX

T

HE ATTORNEY for a motorcyclist who was awarded
$8.6 million last week because he became disabled after hitting a wild boar on Highway 1 praised the jurors in the case
for being “smart,” while others have called the jury’s decision “ridiculous.”
Following a three-week trial in Monterey County
Superior Court, the jury decided taxpayers should pay Adam
Rogers because the state did not do anything to
prevent wild boars from crossing Highway 1.
The decision was announced in Judge Robert
O’Farrell’s courtroom March 27.
During the trial, attorneys for the California

Department of Transportation argued Rogers was at fault
because tests showed he was under the influence of alcohol
when he struck the wild animal.
But nine of 12 jurors determined it wasn’t Rogers’ fault he
collided with the boar about midnight on Sept. 23, 2003;
rather, it was the state’s fault for creating a “dangerous condition” on Highway 1.
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From the safety of a blind, a field assistant at the Hastings Natural History
Reserve in Carmel Valley recently captured this rare photo of a wild pig.

DA: ACCUSED RAPIST MAY HAVE MANY MORE VICTIMS
■ Pollacci remains free on bail
but is confined at home
PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

ACCUSED RAPIST Tom Pollacci will remain free on
$300,000 bail, Monterey County Superior Court Judge
Russell Scott decided at a hearing Thursday, but Pollacci
must stay in his Pebble Beach home except when conferring
with his attorneys or appearing in court. Deputy district attorney Cristina Johnson had asked the judge to up the bail to $1
million, citing public safety issues.
Since Pollacci’s arrest in early March hit the media,
Johnson said, she had heard from new victims every day. “I
received reports from eight different agencies, and calls from
women who had been victims themselves or pointed to other
women who had been victims,” she said.
Combing through reports and documents spanning from

1980 to 2004, she listed 10 separate incidents with 10 separate victims in her filing for the bail increase, and said she
could have included more. She also said Pollacci used false
names on several occasions, intending to deceive the women.
“You can see how his technique has evolved over the
years, and he has perfected the crime of rape,” she said. “He’s
gotten to be good at it,” and has no reason to stop.
Regarding the numerous letters of support friends and
family wrote in defense of Pollacci, she pointed to one that
came from a woman who said she had known Pollacci for
two decades and not found him to be violent.
But years ago after Pollacci was convicted of another
crime, “this same woman spoke to the probation department
and said he was very aggressive with her — that he doesn’t
take, ‘No,’ for an answer,” Johnson said. The woman reported he broke into her apartment three times and had forced

See POLLACCI page 27A

Board delivers blow to fake grass, saves duck
By MARY BROWNFIELD

A

HOMEOWNER who installed windows and an
arbor without permission was admonished by the Carmel
Design Review Board last Thursday, though he was
allowed to keep them. When it came to the artificial turf he
hoped to lay in his backyard, however, the board ruled
against him.
Donald Rose was called before the board March 26
after his neighbors, David and Debbie Hutchings, complained that he added two windows to a ground-floor storage area and built a backyard arbor without permits. The
Hutchings accused Rose of turning the storage space —
originally intended as a wine cellar, according to earlier

1915

■ City schedules four public hearings
on the mansion’s fate
By MARY BROWNFIELD

A

By CHRIS COUNTS

See PIGS page 6A

I N C E

Consultant: Flanders
sale is only option

See VERDICT page 7A

Is it possible to keep
wild pigs off the roads?
OME TO a thriving population of wild
pigs, Monterey County is a veritable hog heaven. But after a jury awarded an intoxicated
Monterey Peninsula man more than $8 million
last week as compensation for injuries he suffered after crashing his motorcycle into a wild
pig on Highway 1 in 2003, land managers and
government officials will no doubt be seeking

S

permits — into living space.
“Does it make sense that the Roses would have put in
such high-quality workmanship and spent as much money
as they did ... if their intended purpose for this largest
basement room was to be a ‘wine cellar’ or ‘dry storage
room?’ Of course not,” David Hutchings wrote in one of
his complaint letters to the planning department. He
accused his neighbors of deliberate deception and trying
to “fly under the radar of the city.”
Hutchings also said the Roses ripped out a healthy
lawn in favor of artificial turf. Because the code doesn’t
specifically allow fake grass, he argued, his neighbors

See GRASS page 9A

FTER MORE than 20 years of debate, numerous public hearings and an expensive lawsuit, a financial consultant
has determined selling Flanders Mansion makes the most
financial sense.
The San Francisco firm of CB Richard Ellis also concluded selling the historic home for a nonresidential use has
“remote economic feasibility.” But leasing it is not a viable
alternative, according to a report given to the Carmel City
Council last week.
The study, which is costing taxpayers more than $45,000,
dovetails with an environmental impact report evaluating the
city’s proposal to sell the old house it bought in 1973. The
effort to unload it has been under way for years and was
stymied by a successful lawsuit filed by the nonprofit
Flanders Foundation on the grounds the sale would violate
environmental and other laws.
The new analyses are part of the city’s efforts to comply
with the judge’s ruling and move forward with disposing of
the mansion, which has not been put to public use since its
acquisition. The reports will be discussed during separate
public meetings of the historic resources board, forest and
beach commission, planning commission and city council
this month.
The council wants to get rid of the mansion because it’s
expensive to maintain, needs extensive restoration and has
never been used by the public. But the city also wants it preserved as an historic resource. In addition, the surrounding
parkland and neighborhood should be protected as much as
possible.

See FLANDERS page 8A

Mayoral candidate
found in filthy RV
PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

D

OGMAN MCBILL — who drew substantial support from voters when he ran for mayor in 2006 and
2008 after years of living in a purple bus with a bunch
of pit bills — was hospitalized last week after police
found him intoxicated and in squalid conditions in an
RV parked on Junipero Street.
According to a March 26 police report, McBill was
drunk and attempting to take prescription drugs.
“The subject did not appear able to care for himself,”
according to the report, and McBill “voluntarily committed himself for evaluation” at Community Hospital
of the Monterey Peninsula. He was taken there by
ambulance.
In the meantime, inspection of the RV revealed it
was uninhabitable, according to the police report.
“There were multiple bags of trash and garbage
strewn about the RV, and a bucket filled with what
appeared to be urine and fecal matter,” the officer
wrote. “There were no signs of food or drinking water
in the RV. The subject also had a dog that had direct
access to the bucket of human waste.”
McBill, who was last seen at a city council meeting
in March, ran for mayor twice, losing to incumbent Sue
McCloud both times. In 2006, McBill received 335
votes, compared with McCloud’s 952. Two years later,
312 people voted for McBill, and 926 chose McCloud.
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Don Quixote battles windmills and
saves damsels at the Circle Theatre
By CHRIS COUNTS

By CHRIS COUNTS

HE TIMELESS story of Don Quixote
— a madman with a noble quest — comes to
the Circle Theatre this weekend when
PacRep Theatre stages “The Man from La
Mancha.”
“La Mancha” is based on Miguel
Cervantes’ unforgettable farce, “Don
Quixote,” which was first published in 1605
and is arguably the greatest work of Spanish
literature.
“Don Quixote” tells the story of retired
country gentleman who becomes obsessed
with a book about chivalry. In response, he
sets out in search of adventure. To everyone
he encounters, Quixote seems like a madman. In one of the book’s most enduring
images, he jousts with a giant windmill,
thinking it’s a dragon.
The original Broadway production of
“La Mancha,” which was written by playwright Dale Wasserman, debuted in 1965
and won five Tony awards.
In the musical, Cervantes — an actor,
author, soldier and tax collector — is thrown
into a dungeon by the Spanish Inquisition

HOWCASING
A
collaboration
between local artists and one of Carmel
Valley’s biggest resorts, a group
exhibit, “Colors of the Central
Coast” opens Friday, April 3, at
Quail Lodge.
“They get great art on their walls,
and we get a large enough venue so
that we can display quite a few
works of art,” explained Rolf
Lygren, a member of the Monterey
Bay Plein Air Association, the group
presenting the show. “It’s a mutually
beneficial arrangement.”
Eighty works by 29 different
artists — all members of the plein
air group — will be featured in the
show. Included are many familiar
names from the local art scene,

T

“The Man from La Mancha” is based on
Miguel Cervantes’ classic novel, “Don
Quixote.”

Plein air painters team up with
C.V. resort to celebrate color

See QUIXOTE page 23A

including Cyndra Bradford, Jeff Daniel
Smith, Christine Crozier, Robert Lewis and

S

See ART page 19A

“Day of Golf” by Cyndra Bradford

Carmel-by-the-Sea

Monterey

Pebble Beach

PAC REP/CIRCLE THEATER
presents

RAW CONNECTION & DIVINE K9
presents

AMERICAN EXPRESS PUBLISHING
presents

WAGS OR WOOFS?

FOOD &
WINE

Man of la
Mancha

Jan Fennell
THE DOG LISTENER

April 2-26

April 9

See page 13A

See page 2A

PEBBLE BEACH

April 16-19

See page 28A

Dining
Around

the Peninsula

CARMEL
Em Le’s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .16A
La Playa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .16A
Nielsen Brothers . . . . . . . . . .16A

CARMEL HIGHLANDS
Pacific’s Edge at Highlands Inn .14A
CARMEL VALLEY
Baum & Blume . . . . . . . . . . .16A
Wickets at Bernardus Lodge . . .14A
Will’s Fargo . . . . . . . . . . . . . .14A

PACIFIC GROVE
Fandango . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .25A
Fishwife . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15A
Lattitudes . . . . . . . . . .14A & 16A
Passionfish . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3A
SEASIDE
Fishwife . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15A

Wednesday

April 15
8 pm

Europe’s
premier
contemporary
dance
company

GET YOUR TICKETS NOW
WWWSUNSETCENTERORG s "OX /FlCE   
Coming Friday, April 17th, 8 pm
San Carlos at Ninth Avenue
Carmel-by-the-Sea

Pink Floyd
LaserSpectacular

April 3, 2009

OAK
DEATH
From page 4A
“There’s a lot of information coming from the university
level, but for conservation practitioners, it’s never enough,
and it isn’t coming fast enough,” conceded Jim Sulentich,
executive director of the Santa Lucia Conservancy.
At the preserve, located in the mountains above Carmel
Valley, researchers searched for symptoms of sudden oak
death on bay laurel trees. Laurels don’t die from the infections, but their leaves show symptoms such as brown tips.

ART
From page 14A
Lilli-Anne Price.
Many of the paintings in the exhibit depict the landscape
that surrounds the resort, which is located alongside the
Carmel River and is surrounded by steep hillsides covered
with oaks and chaparral.
Quail Lodge will host a reception in its main lobby Friday,
April 3, from 5 to 8 p.m. The exhibit will be on display until
September. The resort is located at 8205 Valley Greens Drive.
Visitors can view the artwork daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
For more information, call (831) 596-3950 or visit
www.mbpapa.org.

■ No school, no problem
While most kids say they can’t wait for their next vacation
from school, many actually have little to do when the break
finally arrives. A new program offered by the Big Sur Arts
Initiative will provide students with art projects when class is
not in session.
The Big Sur Station will host a journal and paper making
workshop April 7-9 for kids 8 and older. The workshop is
part of the BSAI’s Coast Kids Create program.
“Making journals is a beautiful art form,” explained BSAI
executive director Karen Blades. “It’s something they can
create that’s both useful and creative.”
Although the BSAI says it’s charging $40 for children to
attend the workshop, Blades assured parents that no child
would be turned away for lack of money.
The Big Sur Station is located on Highway 1 about 26
miles south of Carmel. For more information, call (831) 6671530 or visit www.bigsurarts.org.

■ Who’s Joyce Kilmer?
The works of four local artists will be featured in new
exhibits opening Saturday, April 4, at the Carmel Art
Association.

Asian Massage
Treat yourself...

Oaks typically don’t show symptoms until it is too late to
treat them.
Because laurels are easily infected by the fungus, they are
considered an indicator species. From studying the effects of
the disease on laurels, researchers hope to map its range.
At the end of each “blitz,” researchers send leaves with
symptoms to U.C. Berkeley, where they are subjected to laboratory tests. Fifteen percent from a recent series of samples
collected at Santa Lucia Preserve tested positive for the fungus.
While researchers hope to one day eradicate the fungus,
for now they’re simply trying to stop its spread.

Dick Crispo presents an exhibit, “Joyce Kilmer Eat Your
Heart Out,” which features colorful mixed media paintings
on canvas and paper. Crispo’s latest series was inspired by
trees on the grounds of the Santa Lucia Preserve’s Hacienda.
A group exhibit will include Mary FitzGerald Beach’s
mixed media collage paintings of whimsical figures and
sheep, Francyne Laney’s watercolor landscapes, and Susan
Reith’s still life floral oil paintings on canvas.
Also featured will be a display of bronze sculpture by the
late Wah Ming, a longtime art association member who
passed away in 2003.
The nonprofit art center will host a reception Saturday,
April 4, at 6 p.m. The exhibits will be on display until May 5.
The art association is located on the west side of Dolores
between Fifth and Sixth. For more information, call (831)
624-6176 or visit www.carmelartassociation.org.

■ Carmel Foundation unveils new show
A series of watercolors by Ursula Meidenbauer will be on
display at The Carmel Foundation until the end of the month.
The show can be viewed Monday through Friday from 9 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m., Saturday from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. and
Sunday from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.
The Carmel Foundation is located at the southeast corner
of Eighth and Lincoln. For more information, call (831) 6241588.

I WITNESS PROGRAM
Who’s the You Behind the Lens?
Spend a day in Carmel Valley learning about yourself

The Carmel Pine Cone
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“The tendency is to ask what tools are in the arsenal, but
it may be even more important to discover how to stop
humans from spreading it,” Sulentich said.
One thing researchers have discovered is that humans can
easily spread the fungus with their shoes. In response to the
risk, researchers remove their shoes at the end of a work day
and place them in bags, where they remain until they can
wash them in a safe place.
While the latest research efforts won’t eradicate sudden
oak death, they are providing scientists with invaluable information and are helping to educate the public about the problem.
“Through these ‘blitzes,’ we’ve gotten people interested,”
Sulentich added. “Now we’re working on the role we all can
play to help slow or stop the spread of sudden oak death.”
Accompanied by the Big Sur Intermountain Management
Team, the Santa Lucia Conservancy, U.C. Berkeley and the
California Oak Mortality Task Force will join forces again
May 2 to launch similar research efforts in Carmel and Big
Sur.

Samuel Shelburn Robison
FEBRUARY 23, 1935 ~ MARCH 17, 2009

Long time resident,
Samuel Shelburn Robison
passed away March 17,
2009 of an apparent heart
attack at the age of 74. He
was the son of Shelburn
and Helen Robison of
Carmel and is survived by
his sisters, Robin Vaughan
of Carmel and Alex Robison of Madrid, Spain.
Sam was born on February 23, 1935 in San
Francisco, and attended Junipero Serra Grammar
School, Carmel High School, and Monterey
Peninsula College. He served in the Air Force in
Arizona, Texas and later was in Vietnam. He was an
aircraft mechanic and worked for Boeing in
Washington. He also owned a gas station in Seaside.

Find out what it means to capture a moment!
Bring your digital or cell phone camera, a sense of
adventure and your lunch. We’ll shoot images, write about
them and share in group to see how what we photograph
reveals our inner nature.
Sunday, April 14th • 9:45 to 4pm
$75/$65 • Family rate available
Congregation Beth Israel
5716 Carmel Valley Road

Get your complete Pine Cone by email —
free subscriptions at
www.carmelpinecone.com

Lisa Herman MFT, Ph. D, REAT

233-0904

Maureen Balaam MFT

655-3665

Call now for an
Appointment
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384-0143
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LIKE MOST
PEOPLE
HIS AGE
HE BELONGS
IN A HOME…
HIS OWN!
For 30 years it’s been his home. But now, he could end up in a
nursing institution, simply because he could use a little help with
life’s daily chores. Who do you turn to when you’re all alone?
Who can you rely on to maintain your independence?

VICTORIAN HOME CARE
Quite Simply…The Best
R

655-1935 Monterey • 754-2402 Salinas

Jerry Anderson

“Canterbury Woods is a sound
investment in the future.”
In today’s unpredictable times, it’s no surprise people like

Jerry Anderson are trying to be smarter with their money.

Where
Health
and Beauty
Come Together

That’s why now may be the best time to consider us.
Canterbury Woods provides active seniors with reliable
options for worry-free retirement community living
on the beautiful Monterey Peninsula. As a Canterbury
Woods resident, Jerry enjoys living life his way—
securely fastened in the driver’s seat.

Call Canterbury Woods today.
We’re the secure choice for living your life your way.

   s WWWJTM ESCORG
651 Sinex Avenue, Pacific Grove, CA 93950
A fully accredited, nondenominational, not-for-profit retirement
community, owned and operated by the Episcopal Homes Foundation.
License: 270708224 COA #89

MOVE-IN SPECIAL

$39 Massage
and $59 Facial
With this ad • Expires July 1, 2009

NEW LOCATION
3855 Via Nona Marie,
Carmel
831-624-3141
www.alexianasthespa.com

